










































































































































































































































































tt8 .THE MONASTERIES OF ORISSA . 
. 

and practically the committees and trustees have done 
just as they pleased. . 

Meanwhile the public indignation has gr<;>wn louder 
every year. In r86o a pamphlet was put forth by a 

·native gentleman who'had visited all the larger monas-
teries of Orissa, and who was himself a landholder in 
that province. He says : ' Licentiousness4 inhospitality~ 

and petty robbery are the daily vices that have crept 
into them. When the abbots go out of their monasteries, 
they pass with a retinue composed of elephants, horses, 
and sometimes camels. Tom-tom players and per-
formers on ti1e l1orn go actively along with them. They 
never tl1ink of doing tl1eir duty. The monasteries hold 
half the lands occupied by ti1e landholclers, but they 
are of very little use to the public.' ' They have given 

. 
up. their ancient hospitality. Pilgrims and sick men 
never approach tl1em, for fear of being rudely expelled 
from their portals. The abbots have yielded to de-
grading carnal pleasures, and tl1eir disciples emulate their 
vices.' 117 

Tl1e reforming party among the Hindus would give 
but a short shrift to such abuses. The pampl1let above 
quoted recommends that tl1e religious endowments of 
Orissa should be classified according to the purposes 
for which they were intended, and that these purposes 
should be enforced by a domiciliary supervision of the 
police. With regard to a little monastery on his own 
estate, the attthor adopted an even more vigorous pro-
cedure. ' I have a small village,' he says, ' in the country 
of Cattack, of which ·I am the proprietor. In that village 
is a religious house, to which was granted, by my pre-

.,, Discourse on the Maths of Orissa, by Kedu-N ath Datt, a!Jridged. 
pp. x, s, .6. Calcutta,'I86o. • . . ' 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































